Scrotal circumference of two-year-old bulls of several beef breeds.
Scrotal circumference (SC) was measured on 7,918 2-yr-old Angus, Charolais, horned and polled Herefords, Limousin, Shorthorn, and Simmental bulls presented to culling committees at six show/sales between 1977 and 1983. Only SC data from bulls within the age range of 24 +/- 4 mo were used. Scrotal circumference data were corrected across breeds for the effects of location-year and sire and were adjusted to a common bull age of 730 d. The adjusted mean SC (+/- SE) for 2-yr-old beef bulls was Simmental, 38.8 +/- 0.10 cm (n = 540); Aberdeen Angus, 37.2 +/- 0.09 cm (n = 629); Charolais, 36.3 +/- 0.09 cm (n = 499); horned Hereford, 36.1 +/- 0.03 cm (n = 3,769); polled Hereford, 35.6 +/- 0.04 cm (n = 2,170); Shorthorn, 34.9 +/- 0.11 cm (n = 231); and Limousin, 32.2 +/- 0.18 cm (n = 80). The authors' recommendations of minimum acceptable SC for 2-yr-old beef bulls are Simmental, 36.0 cm; Angus and Charolais, 35.0 cm; horned and polled Herefords and Shorthorn, 34.0 cm; and Limousin, 33.0 cm.